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How to have your say           
on your Sussex LNRS
A webinar for farmers, landowners and land managers

23rd October 2025, 7pm

SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk

http://www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/


Technical problem? 

Let us know if you can’t see the 
slides or hear the presenters, by 

posting in the chat.

First, a bit of housekeeping

SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk2

This session is being recorded.

It will be uploaded to the Sussex 
Nature Recovery website in the 

next few days. 

Chat Record Questions

Please ask questions using the 
Q&A button. You can do this 

anonymously. 

Upvote those questions you 
want to hear answered by our 

panel 

?



• It’s a tool to help those interested to implement nature’s 
recovery across Sussex.

• It shows where priority habitats and species can be 
recovered or supported to provide the biggest benefit to 
nature and the wider environment. 

• If you're already supporting habitats and species, or 
considering it, this can help inform your decisions and 
highlight the areas of your land that hold the greatest 
potential for nature recovery.

• While the LNRS does not directly link to agri-environmental 
schemes/ELMS, it is written to align with them where 
possible. 

• As a statutory, participatory and peer-reviewed document, 
the LNRS can give you, funders and investors confidence if 
you choose to take any of its recommendations forward. 

Why is the LNRS of interest to those 
who own, manage or farm land? 
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The LNRS is made up of a written document 
and a map. In this session, we’ll be walking 
you through:

➢ How you can find your land on the LNRS 
map;

➢ What it means if LNRS measures have 
been mapped on or near your land (and 
what this doesn’t mean);

➢ If no LNRS measures have been mapped 
to your land, that does not mean your 
land does not have potential for more 
nature. 60% of LNRS measures are not 
mapped and could be relevant.



• About Sussex Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies

• Key components of Sussex LNRS 
(getting you familiar)

• Navigating the Local Habitat Map 
and how to comment on it

• What happens next

• Q&A (aiming for 20 mins)

Agenda
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About Sussex 
Local Nature Recovery Strategies
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• A new statutory process to help nature. 

• 48 strategies being developed across England, led by county councils.

• They all follow a defined process but vary due to quantity/quality of local 
data and resources, and by their interpretation of the task. 

• 2 strategies cover Sussex: 

• East Sussex and Brighton & Hove
• West Sussex

• Shared stakeholders and a history of close collaboration led to 
developing aspects of the Sussex strategies together, under the banner 
of Sussex Nature Recovery.

• Over 2,000 Sussex residents and organisations involved in their 
development via workshops, surveys, webinars, mapping tools, task & 
finish groups, presentations and more. 

• The two strategies set out the main principles, priorities and actions for 
nature recovery in Sussex. 

• We will be spending the next few years understanding how best to 
embed them into local decision making.  

Overview
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Consultation
Six-week duration 

Closes 
26 November 2025

Publication
Spring 2026



Some of those involved (plus all District & Borough councils)
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• Unlock funding: direct Biodiversity Net Gain funding 
into areas that will deliver the greatest benefits to 
nature. Role in guiding agri-schemes to be defined. 

• Inform local planning: role in planning process and 
informing public authorities’ strengthened biodiversity 
duty

• Support decision-making: provide an evidence-base 
to give confidence to landowners, funders, investors. 

• Nature-based solutions: support their delivery which 
will help direct funding from private sector.

• Targeting: ensure the right things are done in the 
most effective areas.

Impact and scope
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What they can’t do

• Can’t dictate how land will be used. 

• Place no obligations on landowners or any 
other organisation to carry actions out.

• Can’t protect more spaces for nature - Areas 
mapped for habitat creation/improvement do 
not prevent other legitimate land uses, do not 
place new restrictions on developing land, 
and do not identify areas to be given legal 
protection.

• While they highlight pressures such as 
pollution and housing development, they 
can’t tackle the sources of these pressures if 
they are covered by other frameworks.



What they contain
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• Ecological evidence and 
data

• Existing priorities from 150 
published plans & 
strategies

• Views and concerns from 
local people 

• Existing projects, initiatives 
and ambitions

• Local/national expertise 
and rigour 

7 principles

24 habitat priorities

100+ measures 
(practical, feasible actions)

Local Habitat Map

Prioritised species list and specific 
species measures

The ‘Tool kit’Supporting information



The format: 4 written parts and an interactive map
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West Sussex, East Sussex and Brighton & Hove



• Both strategies have their own consultation hub on West 
Sussex County Councils’ YourVoice Platform.

• Hubs have links to documents and map plus user guides and 
FAQs.

3 ways to have your say

• Take the consultation survey
• Scroll down the hub page to start the survey. 
• 36 questions. All are voluntary, many are multiple choice. 
• Survey canvasses your awareness of and involvement with the LNRS. 

Also asks your views on the key components of Parts 1-3 and the map.  
• Skip any questions that don’t feel relevant. 

• Add a comment directly to the map
• If you have comment about a location and what is or isn’t on the map, 

you can add a pin to the interactive map itself. 

• Email us if you have more detailed feedback
• EastSussexLNRS@eastsussex.gov.uk
• WestSussexLNRS@westsussex.gov.uk

Consultation
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mailto:WestSussexLNRS@westsussex.gov.uk
mailto:WestSussexLNRS@westsussex.gov.uk


Key components of Sussex LNRS
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What is it? 

• A summary of our priority habitats: what they are, where 
they are found, their condition and the pressures they’re 
under. 

Why is this relevant to you? 

• No single ‘State of Nature’ report for Sussex. Patchy habitat 
data locally and nationally. 

• Multiple sources reviewed and data drawn together to 
create this Description. 

• Peer reviewed by a panel Sussex’s leading nature experts. 

➢ Provides the first ever comprehensive summary of the 
condition of Sussex nature.

➢ A benchmark from which to assess progress and future 
trends. 

Description of Sussex nature
Part 1, Section 4
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What is it? 

• A summary of existing landscape-scale recovery and initiatives. 
Includes Protected Landscapes, catchment partnerships, farmer 
clusters, large estates, new movements such as Weald to Waves, and 
charity and local authority managed land.

• Also has examples of hyper-local action from grassroots groups 
(provided via our surveys).

Why is this relevant to you? 

➢ Demonstrates that the LNRS is a container for all layers of action across 
the area. 

➢ Identifies landscape-scale initiatives as our building blocks for nature 
recovery in Sussex (they already have the ambition, mechanisms, land, 
etc).

➢ Acknowledges the contribution to nature’s recovery that farmer and 
land manager-led initiatives are already making.

➢ Reminder that we are not starting from a blank canvas – huge amount 
of energy and commitment in Sussex. 

➢ But if there’s something you’re doing on your land that we don’t know 
about – let us know. 

What’s currently happening
Part 1, Section 5
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Opportunities
Part 1, Section 6 
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What are they?

• A summary of the key nature recovery opportunities from various 
sources: 

• National Character Areas

• Protected Landscape Management Plans 

• BOAs (Biodiversity Opportunity Areas)

• Local Plans

• 22 identified for West Sussex, 23 for East Sussex and Brighton & 
Hove.

Why is this relevant to you? 

➢ Reflects a consensus on the high-level spatial priorities for nature’s 
recovery for our LNRS areas. 

➢ Important foundation for mapping measures.



Principles
Part 2, Section 3 
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What are they? 

• Seven strategic principles to guide the application of our 
priorities and measures. 

• Describes the key issues related to nature in Sussex and how 
the strategy helps to address these.

Why is this relevant to you? 

➢ Sets the scene to describe why we need to act and what we 
need to do. (e.g. coastal habitats at extreme risk of climate 
change).

➢ Highlights changes needed to current approaches (e.g. 
designations are not enough to keep core areas in good 
condition).

➢ Underscores the breadth of action needed – not just habitat 
creation and enhancement but improving access to nature in 
urban areas and supporting and championing farmers. 

1. In our core areas for nature, hold on to what 
we have and make it better.

2. Create a network of ‘bigger, better, more and 
joined-up’ wildlife-rich spaces across our 
rural and urban landscapes.

3. Think big: work at scale to support 
ecosystems and natural processes.

4. Showcase and support action for nature 
across our farmed landscapes.

5. Support species special to the LNRS area.

6. Invest in and use nature to deliver wider 
benefits where we need them.

7. Bring nature into everyday life, providing 
places for people to benefit from and engage 
with nature.



Priorities
Part 2, Section 4
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What are they? 

• 24 priorities related to habitats (woodland, coastal, river 
systems, grassland etc).

• Also includes priorities for ‘nature networks’ (to cover 
habitat mosaics and nature corridors), and ‘Nature, health 
& wellbeing’ (to acknowledge the important link between 
access to nature and health). 

• Each comes with a set of outcome statements that 
describes what ’success’ in 10 years looks like to guide our 
understanding of their potential short-mid term impact. 

Why is this relevant to you? 

➢ Sets out what we need to do. 

➢ Includes priorities for Farmed landscape and soils as well as 
to other habitats that are likely found on your land 
including river systems and waterbodies. 



Measures Part 2, Section 4
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What are they? 

• 100+ practical and achievable actions that can be implemented to deliver the priorities.

• Each has additional information about how and where they can be carried out, links to best practice and case studies and 
some examples of alignment with agri-environment schemes.  Also, shows whether they are mappable.

• ‘Core’ measures supported by ‘Enabling’ measures – a set of additional actions that are beyond the scope of the LNRS but are 
important e.g. ‘Support a farmer-led communications initiative to promote greater understanding of farming by the public’.

Why is this relevant to you? 

➢ Takes the strategy from high level steps to on-the-ground actions. 10 measures for farmland and soil specifically, but many of 
the other habitat measures will be relevant. 



What is it? 

• A shortlist of our most at risk/iconic Sussex species and the 
specific interventions needed to recover them (over and 
above those that will improve habitats).
• East: 160 priority species (additional 326 species 

supported by habitat measures).

• West: 163 priority species (additional 338 species 
supported by habitat measures).

Why is this relevant to you? 

➢ The most up-to-date and comprehensive analysis of priority 
species compiled for Sussex. 

➢ Rigorously reviewed by panel of leading species experts. 

➢ Highlights which species need additional actions.

➢ A benchmark from which to assess progress and future 
trends. 

Priority species and measures
Part 3
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Local Habitat Map
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What is it? 

• Identifies locations where measures can feasibly be implemented 
that will have the greatest impact for nature/wider environmental 
benefits.

• Layers include: 
• Our existing designated sites for nature (called Areas of Particular Importance 

for Biodiversity – APIB). 
• Where a combined view of measures can be applied outside the APIB (called 

Areas that Could become of Importance to Biodiversity – ACIB).

• NB - 60% of measures are not mappable including all those for 
farmland and soils. Where measures not mapped this is due to: a 
lack of data to target effectively, a stipulation in the regulations, 
or there are no ‘best’ locations as they could be implemented 
everywhere (e.g. nesting and roosting boxes, buffer strips etc).

Why is this relevant to you? 

➢ Guides where we should be focusing efforts, and which actions 
and habitats are best suited to the area. 

➢ We are very aware that many of you will be using LandApp (our 
map is not as detailed). We hope to have some connection with 
LandApp in the future.  



Navigating the 
Local Habitat Map
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What happens next? 
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• Shows where we should be strategic in focusing our effort and why.

• Identifies a range of actions, case studies and further guidance to improve or 
create habitats, manage soil or provide wider environmental benefits on your land.

• Supports applications for funding – whether via BNG, ELMS, FiPL, woodland 
creation or management grants - or private investment in biodiversity, carbon, or 
nutrient offsetting opportunities.

• Via the map, it identifies where the best opportunities for actions for nature are 
located and what the most appropriate action to take would be. Unmapped 
measures that are not targeted to specific locations should also be considered. 

• Recognises where there may be opportunities across wider spatial areas, such as 
between neighbours or within farm clusters, to deliver actions at scale.

• Provides a single set of priorities and actions for all interested parties to rally 
behind, seek funding for and work together to deliver on the ground.

• Helps those interested to see how their actions could make a contribution to the 
broader county-wide ambition for nature.

How the LNRS can help you help nature
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Moving towards delivery
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Putting it into action

• Respond to consultation and 
publish (Spring 2026)

• Responsible Authorities given 
statutory role in supporting and 
enabling delivery. 

• Rally authorities, partners, 
stakeholders and the public 
around the LNRS.

• Embed LNRS in local planning.

• Identify, develop, publicise and 
track high-impact projects that 
advance priorities and showcase 
best practice.

SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk



How the LNRS works with planning
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Looking ahead

While the LNRS is expected to 
gain more influence under 
pending Levelling Up and 
Regeneration Act reforms, 

nothing is confirmed, and the 
view is that decisions now are 
likely to favour development. 

• Strategic role: Provide an evidence base for plan-
making and inform planning decisions.

• Legal Requirement: Under the Environment Act, 
Local Planning Authorities must ‘have regard’ to the 
LNRS.

• Material consideration: Weight given to them is 
determined by the local decision maker.

• Influence on Policy: They can shape how local plans 
interpret national policy (e.g., NPPF biodiversity 
requirements).

• Support for BNG: the LNRS steers where offsite 
habitat creation/improvement should be targeted 
(but does not dictate locations). 



Adding your voice to your LNRS
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East Sussex and Brighton & 
Hove LNRS

https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-east

West Sussex LNRS
https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-west

• Visit your LNRS hub and respond to the consultation before 26th November 2025
• Tell other farmers and land managers in your networks. We’ll provide a comms tool kit to help you do that. 
• There is support for those without digital access in Sussex libraries.

https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-east
https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-east
https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-east
https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-west
https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-west
https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-west


Q&A
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